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CAKES IN THE LIKNON
VOTIVES FROM THE SANCTUARY OF DEMETER AND KORE
ON ACROCORINTH
(PLaTES 46-52)

XCAVATIONS at the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth have brought

to light numerous miniature clay Alxva, or winnowing baskets, filled with cakes:
votive offerings for the two goddesses who first revealed to man the secrets of cultivating
dnuntplaxd, or cereals.! Votive likna were dedicated in the Sanctuary from the early
6th century B.c., if not earlier, until the 2nd century B.c. It is almost impossible to refine
the chronological limits, as there are so few stratified or closed deposits. These votives are
most heavily concentrated in the 6th and 5th centuries. Of the 588 fragments found, the
greatest number, approximately 365, were found on the Middle Terrace, where sacrifice
was performed and offerings probably presented. A smaller number, 212, were recovered
from the Lower Terrace, the area set aside for dining. Here the greatest concentrations
were found in construction packings beneath the earliest dining buildings. On the Upper
Terrace, where an initiation of some sort was undoubtedly held in the small theater, only
three likna were found. In all areas they appear in secondary fills, brought in to cover
buildings, raise floor levels, or form packing for couches. None was found in a primary
place of deposition. While it is logical to expect that they were offered on the Middle
Terrace, together with the other votives, this cannot be proved.2

Although all the likna were found in layers of dumped fill, discarded in periodic
cleanings of the Sanctuary, some come from contexts that can be fairly closely dated.
Such contexts allow the assignment of approximate dates for some of the likna in the
catalogue, and identifications of the objects they contain illuminate, in turn, the nature
of the ritual in which they played a part. Finally, the likna from the Sanctuary have more
than a strictly local significance. Constituting the largest number of such objects excavated

! This publication of the terracotta likna from the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth
focuses on the identification of the objects represented in the likna. Full discussion of the significance of the
likna in the cult practices at this Sanctuary will be presented in a later fascicle of Corinth, XVIII, The Sanctuary
of Demeter and Kore.

I am very grateful to Nancy Bookidis, Ronald Stroud, and Charles Williams for the opportunity to
study and permission to publish these objects, for their hospitality at Corinth, and for helpful suggestions
with earlier drafts of this paper.

Plate 52:a (Alison Frantz Papers. Manuscript Division. Department of Rare Books and Special Collec-
tions. Princeton University Library) was photographed by Alison Frantz and published in This is Greece, New
York 1941, p. 82.

2 For the plan of the Sanctuary see Bookidis and Fisher 1974, pp. 268-269, fig. 1. The topography and
architecture of the sanctuary will be fully described in Corinth XVIII, iii. See Stroud 1965, pp. 1-24; Stroud
1968, pp. 299-330; Bookidis 1969, pp. 297-310; Bookidis and Fisher 1972, pp. 283-317; and Bookidis
and Fisher 1974, pp. 267-291.

Hesperia 66.1, 1997
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148 ALLAIRE BRUMFIELD

anywhere in the Greek world, these likna provide valuable comparative evidence for this
aspect of the worship of Demeter elsewhere.

The actual liknon, or winnowing fan, represented by the terracotta votives was a
scooplike basket with a flat bottom, sloping sides, and an open end, usually with two
handles. It was used to separate the grain from the chaff after threshing. The long-
handled winnowing fork or shovel (ttdov, Opivag) was used first to throw the grain and
chaffinto the wind, which blew away the lighter husks and left the heavier kernels to fall to
the threshing floor. The liknon performed a more thorough cleaning, which was probably
done by seated women. The liknon was rotated and shaken in both hands until the lighter
chaff rose to the top and spilled out the open end.’

Essentially a two-handled basket, the liknon could be used to carry anything, hence its
secondary function as a cradle. The divine infant in the liknon was a potent symbol of the
renewal of life that agriculture made possible. Zeus and Hermes slept in likna as babies, as
did Dionysos, whose awakening in his liknon by the Thyiads was celebrated in ritual at
Delphi.*

The liknophoria, or carrying of the liknon in procession, was a common element of
tehetal and is particularly associated with the mysteries of Demeter.> Athenaios tells
us that he who carries the kernos (a dish with many small cups attached inside, used in
Eleusinian ritual) tastes what is in it, just as the liknophoros does. He does not say what
was in the liknon, but he does give a list of the foods that were customarily carried in
the kernos: “sage, white poppy seeds, wheat, barley, peas, pulses, okra, lentils, beans,
emmer wheat, oats, fruitcake, honey, olive oil, wine, milk, and unwashed sheep’s wool "6
The close connection of liknon and kernos attested in the literature is vividly refl
the discovery of large numbers of kernos-type likna in the Sanctuary, of which catalogue
nos. 85-90 are examples (Pl. 52).

In Hellenistic times the liknon is associated with the mysteries”of Dionysos, where
it appears filled with the fruits of the earth and a phallus.” Th¢ liknon is also closely
associated with Demeter, as we see on the Lovatelli urn, where ft is held over the head

3 The basic discussion of the liknon is still Harrison 1903, PP- 292-324, but for a
of the liknon in ritual, see Berard 1976, pp. 101-104.

* Kallimachos, Joz 48, k. Merc. 150; Plutarch, de Isid. et Osir. 378f.

5 Suda, Harpokration, s.0. Aixvopbpog' 1 Abxvov mpdg miioav tehethy xal Buolay émitndedy éoti.
Bekker, Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 277: Mxvopdpog 6 @épwv 10 Mxvov. €oti 8¢ tolto puotixdv tic Anuntelov
Tpogiig anuelov . .. Eott 8¢ 6 énl 16 Mxve mhaxolc xal &Aag. Kallimachos, Cer. 127: 6¢ 8 al Muxvopbpot
Xevo®d mhéa Mxva @épovtt, B¢ duts tov Ypuoov dgedéa naoceueda. The likna are said to be full of
gold; perhaps this is a metaphor for the wealth of agricultural produce.

6 Athenaios 478d: petd 3 tabta thy tehetiv motel xal alpei t& éx ThHg Buhdung xal véuel ool dv
&ot TO xépvog meptevnvoybtes. ToUto 8’ éotly dyyelov xepaueoty Exov év adté noAhols xotulloxoug
xexohvpévoug. Evelol & év adtolg dpuwvol, pixwveg Aevxol, mupol, xpbal, mool, Adbupor, dypot,
gaxol, xdauot, Letal, Bpbuog, nardbiov, uéh, Ehatov, olvog, yéha, diov Eplov &mhutov. & 3¢ tobto
Baotdoug olov Mixvogopficag Todtwy yedetat.

7 Nilsson 1957, pp. 30-35. Stroud has suggested that Dionysos was worshipped with Demeter at
Acrocorinth and that he might have played a part in the mysteries that were probably performed in the
theatral area of the Sanctuary: Stroud 1968, p. 326, note 31, and p. 329.
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CAKES IN THE LIKNON 149

of the veiled initiate during the preliminary initiation into the Eleusinian Mysteries.?

The basket that cleans the grain of chaff can also be used in a mystical purification. Its
association with the newborn as well as with man’s daily bread made the liknon a common
symbol of fertility.

The likna from the Sanctuary range in size from the smallest, only 0.022 m in length
(G-62-315), to the largest, 0.132 m (30). Most of the likna are made of clay to which a
moderate to dense amount of black mudstone inclusions have been added. The fired color
of the clay ranges from buff or pale brown (10YR 7/4 [1] on the Munsell Soil Color Chart)
to a bright pink (7.5YR 7/6 [24]), a few being either slightly paler or redder. All are of
local Corinthian manufacture, and most of the likna are handmade. A smaller group is
modeled from very fine clay (28, 31, 36-38, 56, 57, 59, 60, 71-75, 78, 79, 83, 87,
90, 92, 93); in addition, these pieces are generally thin, and a few (57, 60, 79, 83, 87,
90) are wheelmade. The finer types are probably no earlier than the 5th century B.c.
and become common in the 4th century B.c. and later. 1, the earliest by context, is an
exception; it is modeled from very fine clay, but this differs from those cited above in being
of a much thicker fabric. The exposed surfaces of the coarser trays often appear to have
been wiped with a sponge or cloth to produce a smoother surface, while the flat undersides
are usually left rougher. In a very few examples, such as 31 and 75, a dull black or dilute
black glaze is used to simulate the appearance of basketry.

Many likna had handles or holes pierced in their sides by which they could have been
hung, just as today votive plaques, or tdueg, are tied by a string onto the iconostaseis of
Greek churches. The flat bottoms of the likna may have made them easy to store stacked
on shelves. In an interesting parallel to the kernos, many of these likna have smaller likna
or other dishes inside them. Some of the likna are empty, such as 31, and may have held
perishable offerings, and some, such as 30, are large enough to have been filled with the
appropriate contents and used in the ritual. Most of them, however, are stuffed with a
variety of identifiable cakes molded in clay.

The cakes can be divided into roughly seven types. The first, a small flattened disk of
clay, is the commonest shape, sometimes lining the lip of the liknon so that one cannot
be sure if it is a cake or a decorative knob (e.g., 14 and 21 [Pls. 46, 47]; decorative knobs:
1, 38 [Pls. 46, 48]). These are the smallest of all the cakes, and they can perhaps be
identified with the x6\\af3og or x6AAuPov, a small wheaten cake whose name derives from
its resemblance to the small coin x6MuBog.® Kollyba were used in the ritual welcome of a
new family member or a slave, who was showered with tpayfuata, “nibbles”, such as

8 This marble urn of the 1st century after Christ is discussed in Deubner 1932, pp. 77-78, pl. 7:2; Burkert
1987, pp. 94-95; Kerenyi 1967, p. 56; and Nilsson 1957, p. 36.

® Hesychios, s.2. x6ABa* tpwydha (EPntog oltog). Athenaios 112f describes the kollabos as the same
as the kollikion, a diminutive Thessalian roll: tév 8¢ xoAuxlwv &ptwv—ol adtol 8’ eiol Toig xoAAdPors.
Cf. Aristophanes, Ra. 507, Pax 1196, 1200; LS]J, s.2. x6A\aBog, 6 and x6AAuBov, té. Cf. the modern Greek
%6M\vBa, a mixture of boiled grains and nuts distributed at funerals: Provatakis 1990, p. 57; Tsambounara
1987, s.o. x6A\uBa, p. 1534.
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150 ALLAIRE BRUMFIELD

dates, kollyba, figs, and nuts.!® Kollyba were offered in sacrifices to Zeus, to the foreign god
Men, and to Damia and Auxesia, goddesses usually identified with Demeter and Kore.!!
The second type, also appearing frequently, is a larger, round, flat cake with one central
knob (e.g., 9, 10, 20, 36, 49, 55, 64 [Pls. 46-50]). The flat cake may be identified with the
nénavov, which is described as flat, light, and round.!? The flat cake with one central
knob may be the nénavov Y.ovéy.cpa)\ov, which is offered to Artemis, Leto, Herakles,
Kourotrophos, and Hermes.!3 The nénavov, from néntw, bake, was an essential part of
sacrificial ritual, often part of the npoObuata, or preliminary sacrifices, and frequently
associated with the two goddesses.!* Its size is often mandated in leges sacrae; it must be
made from a full choinix (four cups, or one pound) of flour: ténavov yowixiatov, perhaps a
term analogous to our “pound cake”; the sacrificial rubrics may demand a cake made from
two choinikes, or two pounds, of flour. 15 A popanon offered to Zeus the Farmer, the Winds,
and Herakles is described as ép66vpalov, having an upright or protruding knob; perhaps
it is the same as the dpBocTdTg, a sacrificial cake whose ingredients are unknown.!® A
possible representation of a ténavov 6pB86veaioy has been identified among the terracotta
figurines from the Athenian Agora, perhaps from the Athenian Eleusinion. A woman’s
head supports what looks like a large cake whose outer folds are drawn inward to where

10 Schol. Aristophanes, Pl 768: tpayfuata ... &nd gowixwy, xoMiBwy, tpeyalley xal loyddwy xal
*APVWY. . . .

11 Sokolowski 1969, no. 55, line 24 (2nd century after Christ, inscription from Sounion relating to the
Asiatic cult of Men Tyrannos): xoA0Bwv yolvixeg 8%o (kollyba made from two pounds of flour); no. 62,
line 11 (Ist century after Christ, inscription from Sparta in the cult of Zeus Taletites, Damia, and Auxesia):
»6M\w]Ba. Damia and Auxesia are known from Troizen and Epidauros: Schol. Aristeides 3, p. 598 (Dindorf);
Herodotos 5.82-83; Pausanias 2.32.2; IG IV? i 386. For a discussion of cakes in epigraphical sources see
Kearns 1994.

12 Photios, s.0. témavar mhaxoUvTia mhatéa Aentd xal nepipepd. . . .

13 Sokolowski 1969, no. 23 (4th century B.c., inscription from Piraeus relating to the cult of Artemis):
Aptéudog AxorolBol povéugara 1 [Aet]ols wové[ugalia Hl; no. 24 (3rd—2nd century B.c., Athenian
cult inscription): ‘HpaxAéwg Bdewv tpla povéugpaha; Sokolowski 1962, no. 80, line 4 (undated cult calendar
from Samos): Kovpot[pbpwt xal] ‘Epufi nénalva] povéupalfa ).

14 Aristophanes, Pl 660: énel 8¢ Bopd némava xal npoBiuata xabwawddn; Th. 285: 1 nénavov, &g
AaPoloa 80cw tatv Beaiv. ... Sokolowski 1969, no. 21 A, lines 2-6 (4th century B.c., inscription from
Piraeus concerning the cult of Asklepios): xatd 43¢ npoBieobor: Makedtnt nénava tplar AnéAhwvi
némava tplar ‘Epuiit mémava tpla. ...

An unpublished inscription from the Athenian Agora mentions nénavo paxpd otpoyydiata (J. Camp,
personal communication).

15 Sokolowski 1969, no. 52, lines 1-3 (Ist century after Christ, Athenian cult calendar): feafis ... Tiig
IMavtehelag nénavov [dwdexdv]parov yowwtaiov ... Athenaios (647a) identifies the Panteleia as a part
of the Syracusan Thesmophoria; aidoia, cakes in the form of the female genitals, were carried in procession
in honor of Demeter and Kore. Sokolowski 1969, no. 169 B I, lines 9-10 (3rd century B.c., cult calendar
from Kos): nénajvov &y d%o [yowixewy.

16 Sokolowski 1969, no. 52 (1st century after Christ, cult calendar from Athens), lines 12-13: At Tewpyé
»' nénavov yowxtalov 6pBévpahoyv; lines 19-20: Avéuolg ténavoy yowixtatov 6p86vepatov; lines 26-28:
‘Hpax)el . . . nénava yolvixog dwdexbugpora 6p06veal|a]. Porphyrios, de Abst. 2.7 (discussing bloodless
sacrifices): Spwuévy noun) “HAlov te xal ‘Qpédv mounelet . . . dpboatéing. Pollux 6.74: pBootdng: lepol
Gptou Tt €ldog. Hesychios, s.v. dpbootdtng: eldog néuparo.
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CAKES IN THE LIKNON 151

a large central protrusion has broken off.!” The nénavov xabijuevov, a flattened cake,
is offered to Poseidon and to Kronos.'®

The third type is the flat cake with more than one knob. The number of knobs on the
cakes is usually five, arranged with one in the center and four evenly distributed around
the perimeter, frequently with two strips of dough bisecting the cake and connecting the
knobs to each other; in appearance the cake is not unlike a “hot cross bun”. The several
types can be illustrated from the Catalogue: cake with four knobs: 5 (Pl. 46); five knobs: 7,
60, 72, 78 (Pls. 46, 50, 51); seven or eight knobs: 29 (Pl. 47); five knobs connected by two
strips of dough: 8, 25, 27, 28, 38, 50 (Pls. 4648, 50). A modern example of a similar cake
is illustrated in Pl. 52:a. These multiknobbed cakes were called ténava tohuvbéugpada by
Clement of Alexandria, who “strips bare the contents of the mystic chests of the Mysteries
... of Dionysus Bassareus ... and Ge Themis” to reveal their contents as nothing more
than various cakes, lumps of salt, and a snake.!® Sacrificial knobbed cakes can also be
called dpgpowtd némava.?’ Twelve-knobbed cakes do not appear in the likna, although in
an Athenian cult calendar nénava Swdexévpala are offered to the two goddesses, Apollo,
Artemis, Zeus the Farmer, Poseidon, the Winds, Kronos, and Herakles.?!

The fourth type is a thick single-knobbed cake. Although not numerous in the
likna, this type is easily identified from its distinctive appearance, with deep scoring or
ribbing on sides and top meeting under the large central knob (e.g., 10, 68, 73, 91
[Pls. 46, 51, 52]). This type is to be identified with the mthaxolg, a cake whose external
appearance is compared by ancient authors to the seed pod of the domesticated mallow,
which also had a ribbed structure and a central knob on top.??2 A recent discussion of
the etymology, appearance, and ingredients of the plakous argues that it was not a flat
cake, even though it has often been so translated.2> The plakous was a light, flaky cake,
an irresistable postprandial delight, according to Athenaios: ... when I saw the golden,

17 D. B. Thompson 1954, pp. 94, 105 and pl. 20:8.

18 Sokolowski 1969, no. 52 (Ist century after Christ, cult calendar from Athens), lines 9-10: AnéAwwi
xol Aptéudl T nfé]mavov yowwaiov dpBbvpatov xal xabfiueviov] dwdexdvpoadov; lines 16-17: né-
Tavov yowuxtatov dwdexévpodov xabiue[vov] Ioodéve; lines 23-24: Kpbvéy némavov dwdexdugarov
xabiuevov . ..

19 Clement, Protr. 2.19: olav 8¢ xal of xloton ai puotal: 3el ydp dnoyvuvioor T &yt adtév xal
& dppnta éZewnelv. 00 onoapal taita xal mupauldeg xal ToAdmat, xal nénava molvbupara yévdpol
te &AGV %ol dpdxwv, Spytov Aovioov Baoadpou: . . .

20 Polybios, Fr. 6.25.7: tolg dppalwrolc nondvolg napanhiotov tolg énl tdg Buslag émrbeuévorc.

21 Sokolowski 1969, no. 52 (st century after Christ, cult calendar from Athens), lines 1-3: feais ...
nénavov [dwdexdvlparov yowixiaiov. .. . ; lines 9-11: AnéAhwve xal Aptéude ' n[é]ravov yowuwaiov
SpB6vepakov xal xabiuev[ov] dwdexdvpahov; lines 12-13: Al Tewpyd x' ténavoy yowuxaiov dpbévpaiov
dwdexbvpadov. . .; lines 17-18: wénavov yowwxiaiov dwdexbvporov xabfue[vov], Tloowave Xoapalh-
A...; lines 19-20: Avéuoig nénavov yowuwciaiov épBévpalov dwdexdvparov ynepdloy; lines 26-28:
‘HpaxAet . .. nénava yolvixog dwdexdupaia.

22 Athenaios 58d-e: tiig fuépou pakdyme 6 onepuatixdg Tomog xakeitar mhaxols, éugephs v adtd:
1O pEv ydp xteviddeg dvéhoyov xabdnep % ToU mhaxolvrog xennls, xotd yéoov d¢ tol mhaxouvtixol
&yxouv 10 xévipov Sugoaiuxév. Hesychios, s.o. mhaxols éxtdg 10U néuuatog xal & onepuatixdg Tonog
g fppac uardyng.

2 Grandjouan 1989, pp. 57-67.
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152 ALLAIRE BRUMFIELD

sweet, large, round, thick child of Demeter coming, a baked plakous. . . . ”2* Again, quoting
the 4th-century B.c. comic poet Antiphanes, he gives a riddling description of the structure
of the plakous, which consists of honey and goat’s milk cheese alternating with thin layers
of pastry dough inside a firm cake shell.?> The plakous was also offered in sacrifice, as a
sacred calendar from Miletos reveals, and was one of the foods carried in the liknon by the
liknophoros.?6 A poem of the 3rd century B.c. describes a four-year-old boy’s gift to Apollo,
on the occasion of his first haircut, of a rooster and a rich plakous filled with cheese.?’

A variation of the plakous is a cake scored evenly into four parts (e.g., 55, 71 [Pls. 50,
51]), once with a central knob (40 [Pl. 49]). Athenaios calls these BAwuiator, “loaves
having incisions, which the Romans call quarters.”?® A cake of similar appearance from
the Athenian Agora, scored into three parts and lacking a central knob, has been identified
as a mhaxols TpLéBAwpog by analogy with éxtdBAwpoc.?? This adjective is first used by
Hesiod in Works and Days, where he advises the farmer that the hearty forty-year-old
plowman should be given a loaf that is tetpdtpugoy, dxtdfBAnwuov (442). Since Bhwuds
is usually understood as a piece of bread, this difficult passage has been translated, “a
loaf scored into eight portions but broken into four.”3° The adjective tetpdtpupog derives
from Opintw, “break in pieces”, and might preferably be translated “broken four times”
instead of “broken or breakable into four”. A cake cut or broken four times, whether
round or square, would yield eight pieces, just as the cakes discussed above are scored
twice, resulting in four pieces.

45 (Pl 49), a loaf stamped with two rosettes that resemble the bread stamps (cppayida,
tOnwom) used on ritual occasions in Greece today, is unique in this collection. Votive plates
with small, similarly stamped cakes were dedicated at a Heraion in Italy.3!

The fifth type of cake is a shapeless flat mass with circular incisions or stippling that
seems to represent a grainy texture (e.g., 34, 47, 54, 55 [Pls. 48-50]). The lack of height
and shape makes one think of a mass of porridge or boiled grains. The general term

2 Athenaios 137b—c: Sedtepan alite Tpdnelon épwnhovto yéuovoal . .. &g 8¢ WBov, Eavbdv, yhuxepéby,
uéyav, Eyxuxhov, adpdv, Afuntpog natd’ dntdv éneoeA86vta TAaxolvra. . .; Suda, s.v. Thaxderg: xal TOV
mhaxdeva nlov tupdpopov.

5 Athenaios 449b—c: Eoubfic peNoong véuaow 3¢ cuupyf upddov alydy dnéppouy BpbuPov, éy-
xabewévoy elg mhatd otéyaatpov dyviic mapbévou Anolc xbpng, AemtoouvBétols Tpugpdvia wuplolg
xahbupaow. See Grandjouan 1989, p. 58 for elucidation of this difficult passage.

% Sokolowski 1955, no. 43, line 2 (5th century B.c., cult calendar from Miletos): thax[6vta. . . . Bekker
Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 277: hxvopdpog' 6 @épwv t0 Mxvov. Eott 8¢ tolto wuotxdv tiic Anuntplov Tpogfic
onueiov ... &otu 8¢ 6 énl 1§ Axve mhaxole xal &hag.

2 Anth. Pal. 6.55: alyuntdv 8’ énéBuoev dhéxtopa xal mhaxéevia naig ‘Hynowixou nlova tupopsdpov.

28 Athenaios 114e: BAoytaiovs Te &ptoug Svoudgechal Aéyer Tobg Eyoviag éviopds, ols ‘Pwyaiot
x0dpdtoug Aéyouot.

2 D, B. Thompson 1954, T 431, p. 96, note 46, and pl. 22.

30 Hesiod, Op. 441-442: tolg 3’ &ua tecoapaxoviaetig ailndg énotto dptov dewnvijoag TeTpdTpUPOV,
oxtdPAouov. Cf. West 1978, p. 270: “Our ploughman, as I understand it, gets his breakfast from a loaf
scored into eight portions but broken into four. ...”

31 Provatakis 1990, pp. 203, 340: ténwon Eulwi oTpoyYUAY ouviBug oppaylBa ue Stépopes yapaxtég
ouufoluxés mapactdoets, Tig onoleg anotundvouy avéroya oe npbogopa f ot dptoug. Cf. comparan-
dum 21, p. 168 below.
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CAKES IN THE LIKNON 153

for both uncooked crushed grain (groats) and grain boiled in a liquid (porridge or gruel)
is uafo. Maza is first mentioned by Hesiod in his description of the delights of early
summer: to sit in the shade, drink wine, and eat pdfa duolyain made with milk of goats
just running dry: uafd v’ duoryain yéha v’ alydy ofevvupeviwy (0p. 590). Of the many
possible translations of the phrase maza amolgaie, M. L. West finds most convincing the
scholiast’s “emmer wheat soaked in milk, or bread leavened with milk.”3? In the recent
past in Greece the last of the goat’s or sheep’s milk was boiled with coarsely ground grain,
especially barley, and dried in the sun to make tpayavdg. This dried, milky maza could be
heated in liquid to make a porridge and was a simple way to store milk for use during
the winter.33

Maza could be made with water, oil, milk, or even the bile of a calf; the grain used was
most frequently dh\pita, coarsely ground, uncooked barley meal, or groats.3* MaZa is
related to udoow, mix, as its preparation involves the mixing of the wet and the dry in a
process described as T& mpogupduata tév wdlwv (cf. pupdew, to mix the dry with the wet,
to brew, germinate, steep). This phrase does not refer to flour that is “prekneaded”, as it is
sometimes translated, but to the process in which the meal steeps in the liquid and absorbs
it so as to swell up before being dried as Tpdyog (cf. modern tpayavdg). Mala, which
could be served moistened with honey or milk or boiled in a liquid, was distinguished from
gptog, a loaf of bread made with yeast and baked in the oven.3® The feasting pedants
of Athenaios name first every kind of artos found in literature and then enumerate every
kind of maza.3” Various opinions existed regarding the digestibility and health value of
maza and artos. One medical writer claims that maza, well soaked and unground, is the
softer and purer food, while another holds that artos is more easily digested than maza.38

Itis not easy to make a good yeast bread out of barley, but this humble and prolific grain
makes a hearty porridge when combined with cheese, pulses, milk, or various condiments.
Thus there were many different kinds of maza. Baoivia, consisting of boiled wheat

32 West 1978, p. 307. Cf. Schol. Hesiod, Op. 590 (Pertusi): paZé ©° duohyaln: &ptog petd ydhaxtog
évtebpuppévog 7 tupdg ... 7 Shvpav BePpeyuévny yéhoxtt, pdla obv Guohyaln # tupds A dptog éx
yéhoxtog éluuwuévos. [Bread or cheese crushed with milk ... or emmer wheat wetted with milk. Maza
amolgaie is therefore bread or cheese leavened (or fermented) in milk.]

33 Sittl (1889, p. 290) discusses coarsely ground grain, or tAnyodpt (bulgur), as well as crushed grain boiled
with milk, tpayavég. Commercially prepared trachanas is now available in Athenian grocery stores.

3 Suda, s.v. pafor Botig dhpuroottel, G8att pepypévyy Ty ualav éodler dotig 8¢ dproautel, Hatt
dedeupuévov Bptov (whoever eats barley meal eats maza mixed with water; whoever eats bread, [eats] bread
wetted with water). Hesychios, s.0. uaa- &Aqura nequpuéva H8att xal éhaley (barley meal wetted with water
and oil). Geoponica 20.23: mixing the bile of a calf with barley meal and oil and water makes pagla.

35 Athenaios 140a; Hippokrates, Vict. 2.40, 3.68; Hesychios, s.2. ToAGT.

36 Herodotos 1.200: palav pafauévog €det, 8 8¢ dptou Tpénov énthoag. Aristophanes, Pl 543: oureicfat
87 dvtl pev Sptwv pakdyng ntépboug, dvtl 8¢ udlng QUALEl oy viy pagavidwy.

37 Athenaios 109b: fueic odv elnwuéy Tt xal nepl &ptov.... 1l4e: Kol pdlag & #otv epelv
dvayeypoupévag. . . .

38 Hippokrates, Vict. 3.68.120: xp# odv ... tolol e oftowot pohaxwtépolot xal xabapwtépotat xal
éNdaooat ypfioBar, elta tfj wdly mhelov # 1§ dpte, Tadty 3¢ mpoguenti dtpintotépp. Athenaios 115f:
MvwnolBeog 3¢ gnot tov dprov g wdlng ednentdrepov elva.
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154 ALLAIRE BRUMFIELD

flour, honey, a fig, and walnuts, were offered to Iris by the Delians.3® Brpnxec, eaten
at a festival of Apollo at Sparta, were made from maza, with “horns”, according to one
source.*? NeAhata, distributed at initiations, was freshly ground barley meal moistened
with honey and combined with raisins and green chickpeas,*! a confection reminiscent
of the x6AA\uPa eaten in memory of the dead in Greece today. “Ounat, wheat soaked in
honey, was burned in the fire as an offering to Demeter, who bore the title *Opnvia.*?
ITpox@vio was uncooked barley meal, &\¢ita, moistened with honey. Eleusinian temple
accounts of the 4th century B.c. describe prokonia as barley offered to Demeter and Kore
at the time of the collection of the &ropyai, or first fruits of the grain.*® Finally, the dyleia,
or “health”, was maza distributed at sacrifices for the participants to taste or given to a
deity as a propitiatory offering.** We cannot give a name to the maza in the votive likna; it
might have been called neelata, prokonia, or ompai, since these were all associated with
Demeter and Kore or with initiation in general. The excavation of the dining rooms on
the Lower Terrace of the Sanctuary has yielded grinding stones, mortars, stewing pots,
and casseroles, which suggest that “boiling or stewing prevailed over roasting.”*> These
utensils seem to indicate that the pilgrims consumed cereals in the form of boiled gruel
as well as baked cakes. The foods represented in the votive likna give us a vivid idea of the
range of comestibles served in the dining rooms.

The sixth type of cake is spherical and is made up of pellets that may represent
seeds (e.g., 10, 23, 52 [Pls. 46, 47, 50]). This may be a sesame cake, variously called
onoduls, onoauols (onoauoceic), or onoauitng. The onoduig, a spherical cake made
of roasted sesame, honey, and oil, was one of the cakes carried in the mystic cista in
the rites of Dionysos and Ge, according to Clement of Alexandria.*® A Spartan cult

39 Athenaios 645b: ) “Ipwt Bdovat Aflol Todg Baouviag xahovuévoug. €atly 8¢ E@Bdy nipwvov otaig
oLy péhtL xal T& xahodueva xéxxwpa loyds xal xdpva Tpla.

%0 Athenaios 114f: xal pdlag 8’ Eotwv ebpeiv ... xal Bhonxa. . .; 140a: év Apuxdaiov nap’ Anélw,
el Bapdxeg molal xdptol ... Mywy pdlog ... tolto ydp al Bépaxeg dnholow, odyl tohbrag ... #
& npogupduata Tév walwv. . .. Bekker, Anecd. Graec 1, p. 220: paa 6pBal éndvew xépata Exovoat.

! Harpokration, s.o. vefhata: &hguta, T8 vewotl dAnheouéva, & 8% péht dvadedovtes, dotagpldag te
xal xAwpolg épefBivBoug éncuPBdilovteg, Toig Ta lepd teholow Evepov. Cf. Demosthenes, de Corona 260;
Bekker, Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 282; Julian, Ep. 24; Pollux 6.77. Cf. note 9 above.

#2 Kallimachos fr. 658: &v 8¢ Beoiotv énl phoyl xaréuev Sunag; fr. 681: vnpdhan xal tfiow el pehindéag
Surag Mtepat xalew EXAayov “Houyldec. Hesychios, s.o. dumat: Buata. mupol uélirt dedevuévol. Suda,
s.0. 8unviog Aewwdv: 6 oitog xal ol Anuntpaxol xaprol, énel *Ounvia  Anuhtne Aéyetar. Cf. Schol.
Nikander, Alex. 450; Etym. Mag, s.v. dun#; Schol. Lykophron 621 (Scheer); Bekker, Anecd. Graeca 1, p. 287.

# JGII? 1672, line 280 (4th century B.c., Eleusinian accounts): elg [rJpoxdvia tolv Beoly péduvog
(%p06v). Pollux 6.77: mpbxwva xal mpoxdvia & €% dppixtwy xplBév 8Agita. Photios, s.v. tpoxdviar
1) &g Kpdtng nupoxdvia al dppuxtol xpdal. # mupol uéhitt xexpiouévor. Harpokration, s.v. tpoxdvia.

# Athenaios 115a: Oyleto 3¢ xoheitar f) Sidouévn év Taic Buotaig pala va droyedowvrat. Pollux 6.76:
uehroltta pgv Tpogovie bg dpeothp, xal dylewa duolwe: xal yap Oylewa wdlng v eldog.

#5 Bookidis 1990, p. 92. The grinding stones were from secondary fills and cannot be associated with
particular dining rooms.

# Athenaios 646f onoouldec éx péhitog xal onoduwy negpuyuévey xal élatov opalpoeldi téupata.
Clement, Protr. 2.19: olat 8¢ xoal ol xlotar af puotixal: del ydp droyvuvdoar t& &yla adtédv xal &
&ppnta Zewnelv. 00 onoopal Talta ... See note 19 above. Aristophanes, Ack. 1092; Thucydides 5.70;
Pollux 6.72; Athenaios 114a.

This content downloaded from 128.110.184.42 on Sun, 26 Jun 2016 20:45:47 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



CAKES IN THE LIKNON 155

calendar devoted to chthonic deities stipulates the offering of a sesame cake to Demeter
and to Despoina, who is possibly Kore.*’ A round cake called nayxapnioc was made by
crumbling up TtpLa, thin little sesame honey cakes, boiling them in honey, forming them
into balls, and wrapping them in thin papyrus to keep their shape.*® In a private cult
calendar of the 1st century after Christ they are offered to Zeus the Farmer.*? Another
round cake is the ToAUny, which is described as made of maza; since tolype also means
a ball of yarn, it is usually assumed to be a round cake. It is not described as being made of
seeds, however, and so its appearance would not match the round seedcakes in the likna.’?

The seventh kind of cake is a flat oblong that may represent a cake of fruit or nuts
compressed with honey, the naAd6iov, or naAdOn, which Athenaios lists as a customary
offering in the kernos®! (e.g,, 14, 29, 47 [Pls. 46, 47, 50]). Athenaios gives a detailed
recipe for a similar cake, called ydotplg or ydotptov (glutton) in Crete: walnuts, hazel-
nuts, almonds, and poppy seeds are roasted, mashed, and softened with boiled honey and
pepper. White sesame is put through the same process to produce a contrasting white
layer that is placed above and below the dark, flattened square of poppy seeds and nuts.32

The votive likna also contained, in addition to cakes, little pellets or balls that represent
loose grains or seeds (e.g, 3, 7, 53, 72 [Pls. 46, 50, 51]). These grains are not identifiable,
although in one instance they look like almonds (37 [Pl. 48]), and in another, perhaps
chickpeas (29 [Pl. 47]). These pellets or balls may appear in small cups or likna attached
to the floor of the liknon (e.g, 4, 29, 58, 77 [Pls. 46, 47, 50, 51]). A number of the
kernos type of likna, with empty cups attached to their floors, have been found in the
Sanctuary (85-90 [PL. 52]). These likna are similar in function to the kernos, a terracotta
vessel holding many smaller kotyliskoi containing poppy seeds, wheat, barley, peas, lentils,
pulses, and beans. The empty cups in the likna could have been used to hold any of the
four liquids that were customarily carried in the kernos: honey, oil, wine, or milk.>®> 89 has
four vessels in it that might have held all four of these liquids.

7 Sokolowski 1969, no. 63, lines 8-12: [A]dpatpL Bboel ... dptov Sk cadipwy ... Aco(c)nolvy ...
&ptov did cadiue.

8 Athenaios 646d: ttplov meypdtiov Aentdv Sid onoduov xal uéhtog ywéduevov; 648b: nayxapniar
Ttpwa 8’ éotl Talta ouvtebpupuéva petd péltog Edbuevar xal petd THv EPnowv opatpndov ouvtebévia
nepwdeitar BOBAg Aentii Evexa T0U ouuuévery.

# Sokolowski 1969, no. 52, lines 12-15 (1st century after Christ, cult calendar from Athens): Al T'ewpy
... mayxapniay vnpdiov.

50 Hesychios, 5.2. ToASnn® t& mpogupdpata 6y palév, & xal Bhenxag xalolow. Athenaios 114f: xal
ualac 8’ Eotw ... xal Tohbrog. Athenaios 140a; Clement, Protr 2.19. See note 19 above.

51 Athenaios 500d: ouvtiBéaowy eig mahdfng Tuplaxiic tpémov mhdttovieg; Theophrastos, HP 4.2.10;
Suda, s.v. tah&On; Hesychios, s.o. naAdfn; Porphyrios, Abst. 2.7: naAdhn Hyntpela; Athenaios 478d (see note 6
above); Herodotos 4.23.

52 Athenaios 647f &v Kpfitn 8¢ gnoly, mhaxouvtdplov noolow 8nep dvoudlovot yéotpw. ylvetar 8¢
oltwg: xdpua Odara xal ITovried xal dudydaha, Ett 8¢ uixwy, & @eoZag Bepdneuooy xahds xal eig Hulay
xaBapdv Tpldov Emuehdds: ouuulZag te Thy Sndpay udhaZov péhrt APnuéve, npooPaldv nénept nthéov
xal pdhagov: ylvetar 8¢ péhav dtd tHy phxwva. dtamhatdvag nolnoov Tetpdywvoy. elta oioapoy Aeuxdy
Teldag udhaZov uéhrt APmuéve xal Exvoov haydvia o xal Bv e Onoxdtw xal T0 Ao éndve, tva T
uélayv elg uéoov yévnrar, b pOBuody e adtéd. Hesychios, s.o. ydotplov’ néuua, onoauddeg napd Kenol.

53 Athenaios 478d: . .. 10 xépvog . .. Evelor 8’ év adtolg . . . uéh, Ehatov, olvog, Yo . ..
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156 ALLAIRE BRUMFIELD

Also found in the kernos, according to Athenaios, is unwashed sheep’s wool, &lov
€ptov &mAutov, which seems to be represented in 43, 51, and 54 (Pls. 49, 50). This is the
only inedible item in his list, but it is not an uncommon part of offerings of first fruits. Wool
was associated with the offering of various fruits and seeds made to both Zeus Ktesios,
the deity of the storeroom, and Demeter.>*

There are also a number of cakes known from literary sources which do not appear in
the likna. The nupauic or nupauolc, a pyramidal wheat cake made from sesame and
honey;, is described as a prize offered to those who stayed up all night at symposia and at
festivals such as the Thesmophoria.®® Since pyramidal cakes appear in banqueting-hero
reliefs, it has been argued that the pyramis was reserved for chthonic deities and hero
cults.’® According to Athenaios, however, pyramides were served at banquets and were
not reserved for chthonic occasions.’

Another cake not shown in the likna is the vaotég, a cone-shaped loaf or cake that
had a rich sauce inside, composed of honey with ground raisins and almonds.’® The
comic cult calendar in Aristophanes’ Birds prescribes a honeyed nastos as sacrifice to the
cormorant.”® In Attic cult Zeus the Farmer receives a nastos made from a full choinix
of flour, as does the Asiatic god Men.%°

Cakes in the shape of animals were offered to the deities to whom they were especially
suited. A wheat cake made with honey and sesame and shaped like a deer was offered
to Artemis at her Elaphebolia festival.’! A large loaf full of lard, modeled in the shape
of a goat, was offered to Demeter Achaina (sorrowful) at the Megalartia (Big Loaves)

5 Pausanias 8.42.11 (offered to Demeter in Phigaleia): t& 3¢ 4nd tév 3évdpwv Tév Huépwv Té T A
xal dunéhov xopnov xal uehoody te xnplo xal éplwv t& uh é¢ épyaotav nw fAixovra GG Ett dvdmhea
7ol oloUnov . . . Athenaios 473c (to Zeus Ktesios): x4dtoxov xawov Slwtov énlbnua Eyovta otédar T dta
éolo> heuxd. . ..

> Athenaios 114b: gotl 8¢ xal & mupauols dptog Bid onoduwv mettépevog xal téya & adtdg
¢ onooplty &v. Athenaios 647c: Todtwy uvnuovelel Tatpoxhijc év 16 nepl IMaxodvtwy xal tod
Tupapolvtog xahovuévou, ob Siagépewy Aéywv tig mupauldog xahovuévng: yiveoBar ydp tadtmy éx
TUpdV TeQwauévey xal péhtt dedevuévev. abtow 3¢ &6ha tlfetar tails tavvuylol 16 Swaypunvicavtt.
Etym. Mag., s.v. nupaplc: # éx mupdv xal uéltog donep onoauls, # éx onoduwy xal yélrtog. Twveg 3¢
&nod 10l oupPalvovrog adtf oyfuatos mhatéos xdtwley dvtog xal elg 6&L Mjyovtog, 8 Zoti 1 @hoyl
dvagepopévn gowxés. Hesychios, s.v. nupapolvtar thy nupaulda. tupauods eldog thaxobvrog, éx mupdv
TeQELYUEVLY xal uéltL dvadedeuuévawy. Suda, s.v. tupauolc; Photios, s.v. tupauedic; Schol. Aristophanes,
Th. 94; Aristophanes, Eg. 277; Schol. Pindar, 0. 9; Clement, Protr. 2.19. See note 19 above.

% Thonges-Stringaris 1965, pp. 75-76 and pls. 13:2, 22:1.

37 Athenaios 642e—f lists the many “nibbles” served at dessert time: Ttpta, Tpayhuad’ fixe, mupauols,
&ung ... See Dentzer 1982, pp. 519-521.

58 Athenaios 646e: vaatdg mhaxolvroc eldoc, Eyowv Evdov xapuxxelag. Pollux 6.78: vaotol (caxtol):
... x@vog obv dotaplol xal duuyddhais, &nep TpupBévta xal wiyBévta dntdtal. Schol. Aristophanes,
Pl 1142; Hesychios, s.v. vaotég; Athenaios 111c—d.

% Aristophanes, Av. 567: Mpe vaoTtodg Boew pehroltrag:. . .

60 Sokolowski 1969, no. 52, lines 12—14 (1st century after Christ, cult calendar from Athens): Al Tewpy
.. VaOTOV Yowwlaiov émmenAaouévov; no. 55, lines 21-23 (2nd century after Christ, Attic inscription
relating to the cult of Men): Myl Tupdvvet . .. va[oTtdv yowi]xtatov.

61 Athenaios 646e: éhagbs: mhaxoilc & toig "ElagnBollolg dvanhacoduevog dud otartdog xal uéhtog
xal onoduov.
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festival in Boiotia.52 The Bolg, a cake decorated with horns and said to represent either
the new moon or an ox, was offered to Apollo, Artemis, Hekate, Selene, Demeter, and
Kronos.5® Apparently, in a bit of sacrificial sleight of hand reminiscent of Hesiod’s story of
Prometheus, this cake could be substituted for an actual ox.64

The ¢06ic was made from fine wheat flour, cheese, and honey. Athenaios gives a
recipe: having squeezed excess moisture from a cheese, grate it, put it in a bronze sieve,
strain it, add honey and one cup of fine wheat flour, and mix until soft. Other sources
make it clear that it was baked like a plakous and not fried.5> Clement of Alexandria
names the phthois among the contents of the mystic chests of the Mysteries of Dionysos
and Ge Themis.%® The phthois was customarily offered at sacrifices, being associated
in inscriptions with Hestia, Zeus, Apollo, and Asklepios.®”

A particularly interesting type of cake associated with the rituals of Demeter cannot
be identified in these likna. These are aidoia-cakes, baked in the shape of male and
female genitals. Associated with the Thesmophoria and Haloa festivals of Demeter, these
cakes may have been considered too &ppnta, or unmentionable, to reproduce as votive
terracottas.%8

Little is known about the cult of Demeter and Kore at Corinth from nonarchaeological
sources. Pausanias visited Acrocorinth and noted that the temple of the Moirai and that of

62 Athenaios 109e: Axalvag: todtou 100 dptou pvnuovedel Lijuog &v ' Anhiédog Aéywv taig Beo-
popbpois ylveoBat. elol 3¢ Sptol peydhot, xal Eopth xakeitar Meyahdptia énheydviwy 6V pepbvtwy:
ayatvny otéatog Euniewy tpdyov. Polemon 39; Plutarch, de Is. et Osirn 378e.

63 Pollux 6.76: méupa ydp éotl xépata Exov nemnypéva, npoopepbuevov AnéAwve xal Aptéudt xal
‘Exdrtn xal Lehfvr. Sokolowski 1969, no. 25 (4th—3rd century B.c., inscription regarding the cult of Apollo
Pythios): [ AnéAwvog IT60]io . . . [B9ewv T]pels éB36uoug Polc; no. 52, lines 23-25 (1st century after Christ,
Athenian cult calendar): Kpbve ... émnhdoeig Bolv yowuaaiov; Sokolowski 1962, no. 80, lines 4-7
(undated cult inscription from Samos): Kovpot[pépwt xal] “Epufit ... é836uoug [:11]; Sokolowski 1955,
no. 43, line 3 (5th century B.c., cult inscription from Miletos): —— vi B6v; Anth. Pal. 6.36, 98.

6% Eustathios, ZI. 18.575: ... ceAfjvan méupata foav mhatéa xuxhoteph énl 3¢ E& oelfvarg Totadtalg
Bolv, gacty, EBdouov Enentov xépata Exovta xatd plunow mpwrtoguols oeAfvng. EBuov uev odv énl
téooapat nondvolg E6uov Bolv xal éxdhouy adtdv néuntov Polv, udiov uévrol énl taic € £Buov adtdv,
d¢ xal éxaleito 8id tolto EBSouog Bolic; Hesychios, s.v. palewog Bols: 6 €% dhpltwy; Suda, s.v. nénava.

65 Athenaios 647d-e: 6 8¢ @Boig oltw ylyvetar Tupdy Exmiéoag TpiBe xal duBaldv &g x6oxwvoy xdAxeov
duiBet, elt’ énlBake uéht xal oehlyvews fHulvay xal cupuardZov eig &v. Schol. Aristophanes, Pl 677: €Tt 3¢
mhaxobvtag f néupata . .. Tzetzes, Proll. Com. Aristophanes, Pl. 677; Suda, s.v. dvaatdrol, ¢O6ic; Hesychios,
s.0. pBolg.

66 Clement, Protr 2.19: olon 3¢ xal al xlotaw al puotixal: dei ydp dnoyupvéoar t& Syt adtdv xal
& &ppnta EZewnelv. ob onoaual Talta ... 3¢ xal @bois ...

67 Sokolowski 1969, no. 151 A (4th century B.c., cult calendar from Kos), line 30: xal 1oy xautdv xal
@B6uag Emtd xal péhy; line 37: [0]0n xal toYg @B6wg .. .; Sokolowski 1955, no. 24 A, line 22 (4th
century B.C., inscription from Erythrai regarding the cult of Asklepios): Buatd 80nt ¢Boly . . .; Sokolowski
1962, no. 109, line 5 (Ist century after Christ, sacrifice to Zeus Atabyrios): Buby[e]vo[v xal] ¢b[6iag . ..

8 Schol. Lucian, DMeretr. (Rabe), p. 276, nos. 15-17: ... dvapépoviar 8¢ xaviatbo Fppnra lepd éx

otéatog toU oltouv xateoxevaouéva, wuhuata Spaxdéviwy xal &vdpelwy oynudtwy; p. 280, nos. 29, 30:
... &% mhaxolvtog xataoxevaouéva dupotépwy Yeviv aidola. Athenaios 647a: “Hpaxheldng 6 Tupa-
%6010 év 1§ nepl Oeoudy év Lupaxoioaig gnol tolg Iaviekelos tév Ocopopopinv éx onaduou xal
uéhitog xataoxevdodat EphiBata yuvouxeio & xaheioBat xatd ndoay LixeMay puAhobs xal tepipépeadar
Talg Oeaic.
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Demeter and Kore had images that were not on view.?? That the statues were not on
display may hint at a mystery cult here. The only other literary reference to Demeter at
Corinth is from Hesychios, who tells us that her epithet was érowxwdiy, “presiding over
the house”.’ Demeter the Housekeeper, if we may so translate the epithet, implies a
ritual of special interest to women, but we know nothing of the rituals associated with
the cake-filled likna. Since none of these likna come from a primary place of deposition, it
is not clear where or how they were dedicated; not one has been found intact on a floor,
and so we do not know if they were dedicated in the dining rooms or if they played some
part in a ritual. Some likna have holes for hanging, which may indicate that they were
displayed in the Sanctuary. That these objects have been excavated in such numbers leads
one to speculate that the cake-filled liknon was a standard, inexpensive votive offering
that many pilgrims to the Sanctuary would purchase before entering and dedicate as a
memento, a practice similar to the lighting of a candle at a Catholic or Orthodox shrine.

With what festival, if any, can we associate these cereal offerings? The presentation of
baked goods in the liknon certainly seems to argue for a festival connected with the cereal
harvest and the offering of first fruits, but a sanctuary of Demeter would typically be the
site for Demeter’s festivals throughout the year. Many of the rituals known from elsewhere,
such as the Mysteries, Haloa, Thesmophoria, Kalamaia, and the offering of first fruits,
could have been celebrated at the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore on Acrocorinth. The
dedication of pastries in a liknon would have been appropriate at any time of the year
since, as we have seen, cakes were a basic feature of all sacrifices. Besides serving its prosaic
function at the threshing floor, the liknon was a multivalent symbol with connotations of
mystical purification and fertility and played a role in a number of different rituals.

The virtual uniqueness of the likna at Corinth is somehow surprising. The liknon
filled with cakes seems like a natural offering at a sanctuary of Demeter, yet such cakes,
with or without a liknon, have not often been reported elsewhere. Just as the kernos seems
to be especially Eleusinian, perhaps the miniature votive liknon is an especially Corinthian
product.”!

It has often been assumed that the liknon is primarily associated with Dionysos, even
though it is first attested as part of his cult in the Hellenistic era. The early date of these
votive likna from Corinth makes it clear that the winnowing fan was also sacred to Demeter
from the earliest times.”?

To sum up what can be said with certainty about these cake-filled likna: They were
dedicated to Demeter at her sanctuary on Acrocorinth from at least the early 6th century
until the 2nd century B.c. and were left in the Sanctuary in such profusion that they were
periodically cleared away and dumped. They were associated with the sacrifices and
sacred meals held in the Sanctuary, very possibly by women alone.”® Presumably the
votive cakes in the likna were dedicated as a memorial of the ceremony in which real cakes

69 Pausanias 2.4.6: 6 3¢ tév Motpdv xal & Afuntpog xal Képng od gavepd Eyovot t& dydhuata.

70 Hesychios, s.0. énowadln® Anufine év Kopivhe.

' Pollitt 1979, p. 232. The kernos type of likna from Corinth differ from the Eleusinian kernos and
comprise yet another type of votive.

2 Ure 1949, pp. 18-24, but compare Ure 1969, pp. 120-121; Nilsson 1957, p. 21. See note 7 above.

73 Bookidis 1990, p. 91.
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were sacrificed to the goddesses. There are a few examples of dedications and reliefs that
memorialize a sacrificial occasion that included the use of cakes.”* We cannot name the
festival(s) at which these cake-filled likna were used at Corinth, just as we cannot say when
the votives that memorialized the sacrificial occasion were given; the likelihood is that they
would have been offered on many ritual occasions, just as the real cakes of which they
were a memorial were used in so many sacrifices.

CATALOGUE

Numbers of objects inventoried and stored in the museum at Corinth are prefixed “C”. Numbers of objects

kept with their context pottery are prefixed “L”.

Abbreviations: UT = Upper Terrace. MT = Middle Terrace. LT = Lower Terrace. All measurements

are in meters.

LikNA AND FraAGMENTS OF LIKNA wrtH MOLDED
CAKES

1. L2216-1

Lot 2216, to early 6th century B.c.
LT, Archaic fill beneath Building N-0:24-25.
Max. p. dim. 0.073, H. 0.031.
Fragment with flat disks of clay decorating the edge
and exterior, with one disk on liknon floor.

Pl 46

2. L2001-1 Pl. 46

Lot 2001, first half of 6th century B.c.

MT, R:24, fill over stereo.

Max. p. dim. 0.063.
Fragment of floor preserving front edge. On top,
flat disk covered by strips of clay and surrounded by
half a coil, with broken surface behind.

Cf. Perachora 1, p. 67, pl. 16:6.

3. CG-61-292 Pl. 46

Lot 876, before 525 =.c.
MT, P:24-25, foundation trench for Archaic ter-
race wall 2,
Max. p. dim. 0.036, H. 0.017.
Fragment containing a dish with grains or seeds
represented in it.

4. C-61-294 Pl 46

Lots 877 and 898, 6th century to ca. 525 B.cC.
MT, P-Q;24. Trapezoidal Building, deposit west
of pit B, and Archaic fill over bedrock.
H. 0.024, W. 0.072, L. 0.099.
Fragment complete from front to back, one side
preserved to full height. On floor are a small dish
with grains or seeds in it, two fragmentary objects,
three pellets that may be grains or seeds, and a cake
with many knobs on it.

5. C-61-318 Pl. 46

Lot 898, 6th century to 525 B.c.

MT, P-Q;24, general fill.

Max. p. dim. 0.053.
Fragment of floor with four cakes, three with four
knobs each, one with only two.

6. L1972-209-1 Pl. 46

Lot 1972-209, ca. third quarter 6th century B.c.
LT, Building N-O:25-26, phase 1, fill beneath
earliest floor.
Max. p. dim. 0.042.
Fragment of floor discolored black, holding a cake
with four knobs connected by a strip of dough,

™ Kearns (1994, p. 68) discusses a 4th-century B.c. cult inscription from Piraeus on which the priest of
Asklepios has inscribed a picture of the popanon that should be offered as a preliminary sacrifice, perhaps to
insure that worshippers prepare the right kind of cake: Sokolowski 1969, no. 21 A, lines 16-17: v afg
& nénava mpdtog é€nxdoato & yef nplo]@vecbal. See note 14 above. A votive can also be given to
memorialize the performance of a pelanos: see Jameson 1956, p. 60.
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messily executed. One knob is off the cake and
on the liknon floor.

7. C-62-691

Lot 1985, 7th century to ca. 500 B.c.

MT, Area D, R:23-24, burnt layer over floor.

L.0.051, W. 0.042, H. 0.031.
Fragment preserving one side with handle. Inside,
a cake with five knobs and a strip of clay ending in a
pile of pellets that might represent a bunch of grapes
or seeds.

8. L1985-10

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.030, H. 0.012.
Fragment of floor, slightly burned, with side pre-
served. Inside, a cake with five knobs, the knobs
connected by two strips of dough.

9. L1985-3

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.050, H. 0.020.
Fragment of floor, partly burned, side and one han-
dle preserved, with five single-knobbed cakes.

10. L1985-5

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.037, H. 0.009.
Fragment with one side preserved, containing a
ribbed cake with a central knob representing a
plakous, four single-knobbed cakes, three spherical
seeded cakes, perhaps representing tolypes, and one
cylindrical mass of seeds or grains; this last might
represent maza since it is crushed and hard to dis-
tinguish,

11. L6830-3

Lot 6830, last quarter 6th century B.c.

Building M—-N:20-26, room 3, fill beneath ear-

liest floor.

Max. p. dim. 0.051.
Fragment of floor, slightly burned. Inside, two
ribbed cakes with central knobs and one cake with
three knobs.

12. L1985-8
Lot 1985, as 7.
Max. p. dim. 0.031.
Fragment with open end preserved, floor covered
with round balls of clay representing seeds or nuts.

Pl 46

Pl. 46

Pl 46

Pl 46

Pl 46

Pl. 46

13. L1985-7 Pl 46

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.051, H. 0.020.
Fragment, partly burned, with side and handle pre-
served. Inside, a ribbed cake with a central knob,
perhaps a plakous.

14. L1985-1

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.067.
Fragment with small flat disks, perhaps kollyba,
lining open end, two single-knobbed cakes, and a flat
oblong of clay that might be a cake of compressed
fruit: a palathion or gastris.

15. C-62-677

Lot 1985, as 7.

Diam. 0.035, H. 0.012.
Intact except for chips on rim. Inside, eight ribbed
cakes with central knobs. Break on underside, per-
haps where it was attached to a larger vessel.

16. L.1985-30

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.045, H. 0.019.
Fragment with side preserved, mesomphalic bowl
on floor.

17. L1985-9

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.039.
Fragment of floor with broken cup attached. Traces
of matt black glaze, crudely finished.

18. L1985-12

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.047, H. 0.014.
Almost intact, bottom blackened. One flat disk on
floor, one loop handle; second handle broken off.
Chipped at open end.

19. L1985-11

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.031.
Fragment of floor with a scored cake with central
knob.

20. L1985-2

Lot 1985, as 7.
Max. p. dim. 0.043, H. 0.018.

Pl 46

Pl 47

Pl 47

Pl 47

Pl 47

Pl 47

Pl 47
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Fragment with sides and two vertical lug handles
preserved. Three single-knobbed cakes inside.

21. L1985-4 Pl 47

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.041, H. 0.010.
Intact, burned, with two pinholes pierced on either
side for hanging. Row of four small, flat disks in
center of floor.

22. L1985-6

Lot 1985, as 7.

Max. p. dim. 0.052, H. 0.021.
Fragment with one side preserved. One flat disk
pressed on side and three holes in side for hanging,

23. C-62-270

Lot 1985, as 7.

L. 0.093.
Intact except for tiny chips in lip. In center, a large
mound with incised dots representing sesame seeds
or a spherical cake. At open end of liknon, a row
of three single-knobbed cakes, and next to them
a collection of pellets representing seeds or grains,
some broken offerings, and two cakes with incised
dots.

Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:g.

(Stolen from museum.)

Pl 47

Pl 47

24. 1.2090-1 Pl 47

Lot 2090, to later 6th century B.c.

LT, fill between Buildings N-0:25-26 and

N-0:24-25.

Max. p. dim. 0.060.
Fragment of floor with a cake with atleast nine knobs
irregularly placed, at least seven strips connecting
them; slightly burned on top.

25. L.2090-2
Lot 2090, as 24.
Max. p. dim. 0.051.
Fragment of floor. On it, a cake with five knobs
connected by strips of dough.

Pl 47

26. 16829-1
Lot 6829, late 6th century B.cC.

LT, Building M—N:20-26, room 3, north couch
packing.
Max. p. dim. 0.066, H. 0.017.

Pl 47

Fragment, partly burned, with side preserved and
five flat disks on floor along open end.

27. L1975-249-7 Pl 47

Lot 1975-249, third to possibly early fourth quar-
ter 6th century B.c.
LT, Building N-O:25-26, phase 1, north couch
packing.
Max. p. dim. 0.070, H. 0.040.
Fragment with side preserved, decorated with disks.
Inside, a cake with five knobs, connected by strips,
and two small disks.

28. C-62-818 Pl 47

Lot 1991, Archaic to atleast early 5th century B.c.

MT, Area D, R:23-24, dumped fill.

L. 0.042.
Intact, originally attached to larger dish. Inside,
three cakes with five knobs, strips of dough connect-
ing the knobs, a single-knobbed cake, and five round
balls representing fruits or nuts.

29. C-62-268 Pl 47

Lot 1991, as 28.

L. 0.105.
Intact except for a few chips, with outer edges deco-
rated by many small flat disks, two cakes with seven
and eight knobs, two small mesomphalic bowls, two
bowls with pellets representing seeds or grain, a
loose collection of pellets, and a flat oblong that
may represent a fruitcake: palathion or gastris.

Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:e.

(Stolen from museum.)

30. C-62-792 Pl 48

Lot 1991, as 28.

L. 0.132, W. 0.129, H. 0.080.
Large, intact but empty, with two handles; scoring
on exterior to represent basketry. Perhaps used
for offering real grains, cakes, or smaller terracotta
representations.

Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:f.

31. C-62-816 Pl 48

Lot 1991, as 28.

L. 0.032, W. 0.032, H. 0.016.
Empty, intact, with handles. Black paint in dotted
pattern inside to represent basket weave (cf. 75).
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32. L2187-1 Pl 48

Lot 2187, Archaic to early 5th century B.c.
LT, fill between Buildings N-0:22-23 and
N-0:24-25.
L. 0.055, H. 0.027.
Fragment with side and front edge preserved. Disks
decorating side and top edge and six disks on floor.

33. C-64-448 Pl 48

Lot 2080, late 6th to early 5th century B.c.
LT, Building N-0:25-26, removal of earliest
floor.
Max. p. dim. 0.070, H. 0.028.
Fragment with one side preserved. Pile of nuts or
seeds and spiral-shaped cake on floor.
Cf. Perachora 1, p. 67, pl. 16.

34. L1972-208-1 Pl 48

Lot 1972-208, 6th to second quarter 5th cen-
tury B.C.
LT, Building N-0:25-26, phase 2, north couch
packing.
Max. p. dim. 0.041.
Fragment of floor with part of front edge preserved.
Three small disks and an amorphous mass with
impressed dots on floor.

35. C-62-308 Pl 48

Lot 1957, 5th century B.c.

MT, R:25-26, room G, removal of floor.

L. 0.03.
Intact, tiny, with three single-knobbed cakes and a
scored cake without a central knob.

36. C-62-752 Pl 48

Lot 1988, material Archaic but context at least
5th century B.C.
MT, R:23-24, Area D, stone layer covering area.
L. 0.029.
Fragment with four single-knobbed cakes and one
stippled mass.

37. L2011-1 Pl 48

Lot 2011, Archaic to late 5th century B.c. or later.
MT, P:26, collapse of north wall, room E.
Max. p. dim. 0.040.
Fragment with two single-knobbed cakes and two
pellets representing seeds or nuts.

38. C-64-42Db Pl 48

Lot 2011, as 37.

L. 0.068, W. 0.067, H. 0.023.
Intact, with knobs lining rim and open end. Inside,
a cake with five knobs connected by strips, two
small disks, a single-knobbed cake, and two incised
masses.

39. L2057-1

Lot 2057, Archaic to late 5th century B.c.

LT, O:26, fill over bedrock east of Building

N-0:25-26.

Max. p. dim. 0.056.
Fragment with front edge preserved. Inside, a cake
with a central knob and four radiating strips of
dough connected to four knobs that are off the cake.
The cake is surrounded by five oval pellets.

40. L2074-6 Pl 48

Lot 2074, Archaic to third quarter 5th cen-

tury B.C.

LT, Building N-0O:25-26, phase 2, north couch

packing.

Max. p. dim. 0.085.
Four joining fragments giving full width, front edge,
and sides of tray. Inside, a cake scored into four
parts with a central knob. The cake is surrounded
by a ring of seven small disks. Open end of liknon
and top edge scored.

41. L2074-2

Lot 2074, as 40.

Max. p. dim. 0.094, H. 0.025.
Fragment with side and most of floor preserved, with
three holes pierced for hanging. Four small disks on
floor near front edge.

Pl 48

PL 49

42, 1.2225-1 Pl 49
Lot 2225, Archaic to third quarter 5th cen-
tury B.C.

LT, Building N-0O:25-26, phase 2, fill under

south wall.

L. 0.059, W. 0.056, H. 0.012.
Nearly intact, floor burned, two sides and front edge
preserved. Small disks lined the perimeter, of which
six remain; indentations in the floor show where
they lined the open end of the liknon.

43. 1.2230-1
Lot 2230, Archaic to late 5th century B.c.

Pl 49
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MT, P-Q;26, room E, removal of floor 2.

Max. p. dim. 0.051.
Partly blackened fragment. Inside, a flat cake with
impressed holes and a strip of clay that may repre-
sent unwashed sheep’s wool.

Cf. Perachora 11, no. 3445, p. 328, pl. 130.

44. 1L893-2 Pl 49

Lot 893, Archaic to first quarter 4th century B.c.
MT, P-G:24-25, fill beneath room A.
L. 0.130, H. 0.049.
One half of large liknon with loop handle preserved
and two small disks on floor near front edge.

45. C-61-274

Lot 893, as 44.

L. 0.094, H. 0.028, Diam. of stamp 0.014.
Fragment with one side preserved. On floor, five
small disks and a rounded loaf with two rosette
stamps and eleven smaller incised circles, perhaps
intended to imitate bread stamps.

Pl 49

46. C-61-291 Pl 49

Lot 878, Archaic to late 4th century B.c.

MT, P:24-25, Trapezoidal Building, construction

fill.

Max. p. dim. 0.042, H. 0.024.
Fragment with side preserved, decorated inside and
out with small disks. On floor, a small bowl contain-
ing pellets representing seeds or grain.

Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:d.

47. C-62-267 PL 49

Lot 1993, Archaic to late 4th century B.c. or later.

MT, P:23-24, general fill over Trapezoidal Build-

ing,

Max. p. dim. 0.013, H. 0.026.
Fragment with one side preserved. Clockwise from
broken edge: a single-knobbed cake; a small liknon
with holes pierced in sides, inside which is a stippled
mass with a clay strip, perhaps a fillet of unwashed
sheep’s wool, and small disks; another small liknon
with handles, with three small disks at its open
end and two balls in the center representing nuts
or fruits; a tiny bowl with nuts or fruits inside;
another stippled mass; a five-knobbed cake with
its knobs connected by strips of dough; a pile of
pellets representing grain or seeds. In the centerisa

flattened oblong that may be a fruitcake: a gastris
or palathion.
Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:e.

48. L2000-1 Pl 49

Lot 2000, Archaic to 4th century B.c.

MT, R:23-24, Area D, dumped fill.

Max. p. dim. 0.063.
Fragment of open end of floor, slightly blackened,
with three small disks on edge. Would be life-size
if complete.

49. L3221-1 Pl 49

Lot 3221, 6th to late 4th century B.c.

LT, Building M:16-17, north couch packing.

Max. p. dim. 0.104, H. 0.030.
Fragment, bottom partially burned; side decorated
with a flat disk. About half the floor preserved with a
single-knobbed cake in center and three impressions
left by round cakes around periphery.

50. C-65-470 Pl 50

Lot 4460, 6th to late 4th century B.C.

Foundation trench for south wall of Build-

ing M:21-22,

H. 0.037, L. 0.095, W. 0.078.
Intact except for chips on lip. On floor, single-
knobbed cake, five-knobbed cake with strips of
dough connecting the knobs, and eighteen small
disks.

51. L6827-1 PL. 50

Lot 6827, Mycenaean to late 4th century B.c.

LT, Building M-N:20-26, general fill above

room 3.

Max. p. dim. 0.075, H. 0.031.
Fragment with side and one handle preserved, with
traces of burning. Inside, three balls representing
fruit or nuts and a mass of tiny balls that could be
maza or a pile of seeds or nuts, next to a strip of clay
perhaps representing a fillet of unwashed sheep’s
wool.

52. C-73-308 Pl 50

No Lot, late 4th century B.c. or later.
LT, M:24, general fill over Building M—IN:20-26,

room 5.
Max. p. dim. 0.062.
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Fragment with four small disks lining open end, an
oblong mass with incised holes, and a round heap of
balls, perhaps representing a tolype or sesamis.

Cf. University of Pennsylvania Museum B12.19,
no. 1427 (unpublished).

53. C-61-293

Lot 877, Archaic to early 3rd century B.c.
MT, P:24, Trapezoidal Building, deposit west of
pit B.
Max. p. dim. 0.035, H. 0.012.
Fragment preserving side with piecrust decoration
on top. Inside, pellets representing grains or seeds.

54. C-61-217 Pl 50

Lot 877, as 53.

Max. p. dim. 0.058, H. 0.016.
Fragment with one side preserved, with an incised
mass representing maza and a clay strip represent-
ing a fillet of unwashed sheep’s wool connecting it to
a small dish with pellets representing grain or seeds.

For a similar representation of maza from the
Demeter Sanctuary in Catania, see Riza 1960,
p. 257.

55. C-61-218

Lot 877, as 53.

L. 0.088, H. 0.038.
Fragment, intact except for chips and handles bro-
ken off. Inside, two single-knobbed cakes, two stip-
pled masses, perhaps maza, and one cake scored
into four sections.

Published: Stroud 1965, p. 23, pl. 11:d.

For a similar cake in a liknon, scored into three
parts, see D. B. Thompson 1954, T 431, p. 96,
note 46 and pl. 22.

56. L3217-3 P1. 50

Lot 3217, 6th to third quarter 3rd century B.C.
LT, N-O:17-18, pit 1965-1.
Max. p. dim. 0.030.
Fragment with tiny dish inside containing eight
single-knobbed cakes.
Published: Corinth XVIIL i, pp. 101-103, group 8.

57. L3217-6 Pl. 50
Lot 3217, as 56.
Diam. 0.040, H. 0.019.
Fragment of fine clay liknon, with side and one loop
handle preserved; three small disks inside. Appears

Pl 50

Pl 50

to be wheelmade, with one side depressed to make
it a liknon.

58. L3222-9
Lot 3222, 6th to 2nd century B.C.
LT, dumped votive fill overlying Building
M:16-17.
Max. p. dim. 0.044.
Fragment with intact cup attached, filled with seeds
or nuts.

59. L3222-10

Lot 3222, as 58.

Max. p. dim. 0.040, H. 0.011.
Intact except for chips and handles, which have been
broken off; three small disks inside.

60. L3222-11

Lot 3222, as 58.

Max. p. dim. 0.039.
Fragment of wheelmade liknon, partly burned,
string-cut on bottom. Inside, a five-knobbed cake
and a smaller liknon with a three-knobbed cake in-
side.

61. L3222-16

Lot 3222, as 58.

Max. p. dim. 0.065, H. 0.018.
Fragment with one side preserved; edges decorated
with small disks. On floor, a circle of eight disks,
with one more in center.

62. 1.3222-8

Lot 3222, as 58.

Max. p. dim. 0.102, H. 0.037.
Fragment with side and one handle preserved; edges
decorated with small disks. Inside, a smaller liknon
with four small disks inside.

63. L3222-15

Lot 3222, as 58.

L. 0.043, W. 0.042, H. 0.015.
Intact, with disk on floor; side pierced with holes for
hanging,

64. 13222-5

Lot 3222, as 58.

L. 0.064, W. 0.046, H. 0.019.
Intact, with two loop handles and three single-
knobbed cakes inside.

PL. 50

PL. 50

PL. 50

PL 50

P1. 50

Pl 50

Pl. 50
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65. 13222-14 P1. 50

Lot 3222, as 58.

L. 0.036, W. 0.035, H. 0.016.
Intact, with two loop handles and five small disks
inside.

66. 1.2054-1 PL. 50
Lot 2054, Classical material, context Late
Hellenistic.

LT, fill overlying external catch basin of Build-
ing M-N:25-26.

Max. p. dim. 0.035.
Fragment, partly burned, containing a cake with
seven knobs connected by nine strips of clay.

67. L1960-1 Pl 50

Lot 1960, Archaic to Early Roman.

MT, S:25, layer 1 south of wall 6.

Max. p. dim. 0.072.
Fragment with four single-knobbed cakes at open
end, a stippled mass representing maza, a broken
strip of clay that might be a wool fillet, and a single-
knobbed cake. A scar near the cake shows where
an offering was broken off.

68. C-65-620 Pl 51

Lot 3230, Archaic to Early Roman.

LT, Building M-N:16-17, collapse of south wall.

Max. p. dim. 0.065, H. 0.025.
Intact except for chips and broken handles. Inside,
a cake with deep scoring up to its central knob and
another cake with ribbed sides and a central knob.

69. 1.2010-1 PL 51

Lot 2010, Archaic to Late Roman.

MT, P:27, general fill.

Max. p. dim. 0.075.
Fragment with a mass of little pellets and six small
disks, two of them lining open end of liknon.

70. 12240-3 Pl 51

Lot 2240, Archaic to Late Roman.
MT, Propylon, Building O-P:19-20, fill on floor.
L. 0.072, W. 0.066, H. 0.025.
Intact, with three holes pierced in side for hanging.
Inside, eight small disks arranged in a T-formation.

71. L886-1 Pl 51
Lot 886, Archaic to 3rd century after Christ.

MT, Q:25, Roman fill over pit A.

Max. p. dim. 0.054, H. 0.017.
Fragment, partly burned, with one side preserved.
At open end, a cake scored into four parts.

72. 12239-2 Pl 51

Lot 2239, Archaic to late 4th century after Christ.
MT, Propylon, Building O-P:19-20, Late Roman
pillaging of west wall.
Max. p. dim. 0.085, H. 0.021.
Fragment with one side preserved. In center, one
large five-knobbed cake, with two single-knobbed
cakes and two five-knobbed cakes lining the open
end and, to one side, a pile of pellets representing
grain or nuts.

73. C-61-216

Lot 870, Archaic to Late Roman.

MT, O-Q;25, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.023.
Fragment containing a ribbed cake with a large
central knob.

74. L896-10

Lot 896, Archaic to Late Roman.

MT, P-Q);24, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.050.
Fragment with side preserved; three small disks
inside and traces of black glaze or paint on floor.

75. C-61-275 Pl 51

Lot 896, as 74.

L. 0.072, H. 0.024.
Intact, painted in matt black glaze to imitate basket
weave, with eight small disks on floor in a circle
around one central disk.

76. C-62-861

Lot 1998, Archaic to Late Roman.

MT, Q;24, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.091, H. 0.019.
Fragment with side preserved, containing a single-
knobbed cake and a sphere covered with little balls,
perhaps representing a tolype or sesamis.

Cf. Dentzer 1982, p. 519, fig. 513; University
of Pennsylvania Museum B12.19, no. 1427 (unpub-
lished); D. B. Thompson 1963, T 3437, pl. 76.

77. L3206-5 Pl 51
Lot 3206, Archaic to Late Roman.

Pl 51

Pl 51

Pl 51
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LT, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.062, H. 0.025.
Fragment with one side preserved. Inside, a dish
containing ten fruits or nuts. Five pellets represent-
ing grain or seeds lie on floor.

78. L4350-1

Lot 4350, Archaic to Late Roman.
MT, robbed wall trench for Roman terrace wall
(wall 11).
Max. p. dim. 0.044.
Fragment with part of open side preserved. On
floor, a five-knobbed cake and a seed or nut.

79. 14377-3
Lot 4377, Archaic to Late Roman.
UT, Q-R:16-17, S-T:20, surface layer.
Diam. 0.046, H. 0.010.
A string-cut, fine, wheelmade clay liknon with flar-
ing sides and a small lug handle. Three small disks
on floor.

80. L4377-2

Lot 4377, as 79.

L. 0.049, W. 0.050, H. 0.014.
Intact except for a chip. Two disks pressed on
interior of side and, on floor, five small disks.

81. C-65-467

Lot 4405, Archaic to Late Roman.

LT, N:13-15, surface layer.

L. 0.07.
Intact except for broken handles, with hole pierced
in side for hanging. Inside, a cake with deeply
scored incisions that extend into floor of liknon and
a central knob, now broken off.

82. L5613-6

Lot 5613, Archaic to Late Roman.

LT, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.041.
Fragment with a hole in underside, perhaps for
attachment to another larger vessel. On floor, a
mass of pellets squashed together that represent
either maza or a pile of seeds or nuts.

83. 16507-2

Lot 6507, Archaic to Late Roman.
UT, R-U:21-23, surface layer.
Max. p. dim. 0.044.

Pl 51

Pl 51

PL 51

Pl 51

Pl 51

Pl 51

Fragment of wheelmade liknon of fine clay with one
side and one lug handle preserved. On floor, three
small disks, a round shape impressed with circles
to represent maza, and a strip of clay, perhaps
representing a fillet of unwashed sheep’s wool.

LikNoN witH PAINTED CAKE

84. L1985-31

Lot 1985, 7th century to ca. 500 B.c.

MT, Area D, R:23-24, burnt layer over floor.

Max. p. dim. 0.019, H. 0.015.
Fine clay, broken, with one handle preserved. In-
side, a cake with two incisions is painted as a black-
glaze circle within which is a red cross; black stripe
on edge of tray and handle.

Pl 51

Likna oF Kernos TypE

85. L7158-2 PlL 52

Lot 7158, Mycenaean, 7th to middle or third
quarter 6th century B.c.
LT, fill beneath earliest road.
Max. p. dim. 0.054, H. 0.020.
Partially blackened fragment with side preserved.
Inside, a broken cup, perhaps a kalathos.

86. 13222-12 Pl 52

Lot 3222, 6th to 2nd century B.c.

LT, dumped votive fill overlying Building

M:16-17.

Max. p. dim. 0.054, H. 0.027, H. of kotyle 0.01.
Fragment with side preserved. Inside, an empty
two-handled cup, perhaps a kotyle, with one handle
and lip chipped.

87. L2231-1 Pl 52

Lot 2231, Archaic to Roman.

MT, Propylon, Building O—P:19-20, Roman layer

covering south foundation trench.

Max. p. dim. 0.045.
Fragment, probably wheelmade, with concave bot-
tom and flaring sides. Inside, an empty cup and a
single-knobbed cake with impressed dots, perhaps
representing seeds.

Cf. Perachora 11, no. 3463, p. 328, pl. 130.

88. 1.2048-1
Lot 2048, Archaic to Late Roman.

PL 52
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MT, Q-R:27-29, surface layer.

Max. p. dim. 0.104.
Fragment with black discoloration. Inside, a single-
knobbed cake and a shallow mesomphalic bowl or
phiale.

89. C-64-73

Lot 2038, Archaic to Late Roman.

MT, Q-R:27-29, surface layer.

L. 0.086, W. 0.074, H. 0.025.
Intact except for broken handles and chips. Inside,
three mesomphalic bowls, one trefoil-lip jug, and
two fruits or nuts. Perhaps the bowls were used to
hold perishable offerings or liquids.

90. C-61-372 Pl. 52
Lot 880, Archaic to first half of 3rd century B.c.
MT, P:24-25, Sacrificial pit B.

H. 0.019, L. 0.047, W. 0.04.

Fine, wheelmade clay liknon, intact except for one

chip on lip, with two handles. Inside, three intact

empty cups.

Pl 52

Loose CAKES

91. L1972-209-2 Pl 52

Lot 1972-209, ca. third quarter 6th century B.C.
LT, Building N-0:25-26, phase 1, fill beneath
earliest floor.

Diam. 0.030, H. 0.013.
A cake, complete except for one chip on side, scored
on sides and top, with a central knob. No evidence
of attachment on underside.

92. L1991-1

Lot 1991, Archaic to early 5th century B.c.

MT, Area D, R:23-24, dumped fill.

Diam. 0.019.
Single round cake with impressed circles, perhaps
representing poppy- or sesame-seed topping.

Cf. Perachora 11, no. 3463, p. 328, pl. 130.

93. L3222-6

Lot 3222, as 86.

Max. p. dim. 0.048.
Intact, single-knobbed cake with smooth underside,
no attachment.

Pl 52

PL 52

PLATE

94. C-62-960

Lot 2000, Archaic to 4th century B.c.

MT, R:23-24, Area D, dumped fill.

Max. p. dim. 0.097.
Circular plate holding a number of broken offerings,
a smaller plate on legs with a strip of clay protruding
from underneath it, and a number of thin strips that
might be fillets of unwashed sheep’s wool.

Pl 52

COMPARANDA

. Athens, Agora: terracotta head of a woman with a liknon on top. Inside, two stalks of wheat, a
pyramidal cake, and a scored loaf. 3rd century B.c. D. B. Thompson 1954, T 431, p. 22.

. Athens, Agora: terracotta statuette of a seated goddess with a large liknon on her lap, with one knob in
its center. 4th century B.c. D. B. Thompson 1954, T 1547, p. 22.

. Athens, Agora: plate with cakes and a stalk of wheat. Late 3rd century B.c. D. B. Thompson 1963,
T 2518, pl. 76.

. Athens, Pnyx: single scored cake with a central knob, perhaps a plakous. 4th century B.c. Thompson
and Davidson 1943, T 172, p. 156, no. 107.

. Athens, Pnyx: rectangular tray with a flat cake with a central knob, a woolen fillet, and a stippled
mass that might be maza. Late 4th century B.c. Thompson and Davidson 1943, T 161, p. 156, no. 106.

. Brauron: cake with a central knob dedicated at the sanctuary of Artemis. 5th—4th century B.c. Brauron
museum; unpublished.

. Perachora: round ring shapes, called koulouria. Also a cake with other cakes set on top, “like a kernos”.
Perachora 1, pp. 67-99, pl. 16:6. See also Salmon (1972, p. 166), who compares these koulouria to the
cakes from the Sanctuary of Demeter at Corinth.
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Perachora: ring with applied cakes. One cake has circular incisions and might be maza. There is
also a single disk, pricked all over, perhaps maza. Perachora II, p. 328, pl. 130, nos. 3445, 3463.

Corinth, Forum West, near Babbius Monument: liknon containing two leaves, with three rings on
one leaf. Unpublished; inv. no. C-70-142. This is the only liknon found outside the Sanctuary.

Argive Heraion: fragment of a dish with cakes, some plain, some with a central knob. Waldstein 19035,
no. 267, p. 42.

Tiryns: round plate containing a cake with ribbed sides and a central knob, perhaps a plakous, and two
single-knobbed cakes. Frickenhaus 1912, p. 85, fig. 28.

Tiryns: terracotta statuette of a woman with a basket on her head. In the basket are four stippled
squares, perhaps maza, and one single-knobbed cake. Frickenhaus 1912, no. 72, p. 74, pl. 10:2.

Mytilene, Sanctuary of Demeter: single-knobbed cake on a plate. (H. Williams, personal
communication.)

Morgantina, Sanctuary of Demeter: three small hand-modeled terracotta disks. Bell 1981, no. 908,
p. 229, pl. 135. See also D. B. Thompson 1952, p. 150, nos. 64, 65, pl. 40: similar objects identified
as counters in a game.

Todi, Umbria: loose foods modeled in terracotta, including two scored cakes with missing knobs
(University of Pennsylvania Museum, inv. nos. 1413, 1414), a cake with sesame on top and ribbed sides
(1416), a loaf of bread with a piece cut out (1417), a flat cake with a braided ring at the edge (1418), and
a round cake with stippling, perhaps a tolypa (1427), of the 3rd century B.c. (B12.19, University of
Pennsylvania Museum, cat. no. 101, pp. 133-134). I thank David Romano of the University Museum
for calling these to my attention.

Selinous: undated terracotta statuette of a woman holding a dish with cakes, one with a central knob.
Gabrici 1927, p. 291, fig. 126.

Taranto: labeled “frutta estivi”; looks like a ribbed cake. Taranto Museum, not inventoried. (David
Romano, personal communication.)

Catania: dish with four single-knobbed cakes and a stippled mass, perhaps maza. 5th—4th century B.c.
Rizza 1960, p. 257.

Solygeia: terracotta baskets containing fruits and ring shapes that might be cakes. Verdelis 1962,
p. 191.

Taranto: “target-cakes” with raised omphalos in center held by torch-carrying Demeter in a relief.
Kingsley 1976; cf. Paul n.d., p. 75, pl. 269.

Sele: two objects, with holes for suspension, identified as stamps for decorating ritual cakes. In the
illustration they look like votive plates with tiny stamped terracotta cakes on them. Zancani-Montuoro
1965-1966, p. 83, pl. 18:B, C. Cf. D. B. Thompson 1952, pls. 42, 77.

Reliefs: Dentzer (1982, pp. 519-520) discusses many examples of cakes on banqueting-hero reliefs.
Individual cakes can sometimes be identified in side view, for example the plakous (figs. 466, 487, 513,
616, 630), the cone-shaped pyramis or nastos (figs. 397, 468, 513, 616), and perhaps a ball of maza
or pankarpia (fig. 513).

Vase painting: In vase paintings, cakes appear in banqueting scenes, as on a red-figured krater from
Naples on which deities feast on the pyramis and plakous (Dentzer 1982, fig. 117). On an Attic
red-figured vase Dionysos relaxes near a table with a large plakous (Richter 1936, pls. 152, 153), and
Herakles is regaled with pyramides in the house of Eurytos (Arias, Hirmer, and Shefton 1962, pl. 32).
Cakes also appear in sacrificial scenes, as when a woman carries an offering tray with cakes on her head
(Amyx 1988, III, pl. 83:2). For additional examples see Dentzer 1982, p. 521.
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APPENDIX : NAMES OF SACRIFICIAL CAKES

LSAM = Sokolowski 1955
LSCG = Sokolowski 1969
LSS = Sokolowski 1962

dyatvag: cake in the shape of a goat, given to Demeter and Kore in the Megalartia (Big Loaves) festival
in Boiotia
Athenaios 109e; Plutarch, de Is. et Osir. 378e.
dupupdv: cake with lights around it, dedicated to Artemis
Athenaios 645a; Pollux 6.75; Suda, s.v. dvactérol; Eustathius, Il. 18.575.

dvaotdrog: cake given to the Arrhephoroi
Athenaios 114a-b; Suda, s.v. dvaotdrol.

dpeotip: cake burned in the fire, offered to Helios, Mnemosyne, and the Moirai
Pollux 6.76; LSCG 21.B19, lines 23-24; LSCG 22, line 2; LSCG 26, line 2; Bekker, Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 215.

BaoGvia: wheat boiled with honey, figs, and walnuts, offered to Iris
Athenaios 645b.

Bheng: maza, eaten at Apollo’s Cleaver festival in Sparta
Hesychios, s.0. TéAunn, s.o. PApnxeg; Athenaios 114f, 140a; Bekker, Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 220.

Boic: flat round cake with horns, offered to Kronos, Hestia, Hekate, Selene, Apollo, Artemis, Kourotrophos,
and Hermes
Eustathius, II. 18.575; Suda, s.v. nénava; Anth. Pal. 6.36, 98; Pollux 6.76; Hesychios, s.v. pagewdg Polg;
LSCG 25; LSCG 52, lines 24-25; LSS 80, line 7; LSS 21; LSAM 43, line 3.

yéotpis: flat cake made of seeds, nuts, pepper, and honey
Athenaios 647f; Hesychios, s.0. ydotpiov; Etym. Mag. 221.45.

éhatip: cake filled with bean soup offered to Hera, Zeus Phratrios, Dionysos, and Athena
Aristophanes, Ach. 246, Eq. 1183; Suda, s.v. é\avhp; Hesychios, s.v. ENatpa; LSCG 19, line 7; LSCG 151.B,
line 9; LSAM 37, line 11; LSAM 50, line 36.

é\agbe: deer-shaped cake made from wheat, honey, and sesame, offered to Artemis at the Elaphebolia
Athenaios 646e.

é\\OTng: wheat cake offered to the Muses
LSCG 135, lines 71-73.

é¢munehavia: cakes offered in preliminary sacrifices
Hesychios, s.v. émunelaviat.

émunéuporto: general sacrificial cakes
LSAM 38, lines 10-12.

Bdpynhog, Baddolog: loaf made from the first fruits of the grain harvest and offered to Demeter and Apollo
at the Thalysia and the Thargelia
Athenaios 114a; Eustathius, /I, 772.22.

By dv: a cake offered to the gods in Aitolia
Athenaios 114c; Hesychios, s.v. Otayéveg.

x6MBa (kollyba): small round cakes offered to Zeus, Men, Damia, and Auxesia
Hesychios, s.v. x6A\ufa; Aristophanes, Ra. 507, Pax 1196; Schol. Aristophanes, Pl 768; Athenaios
112f; LSCG 55, line 24; LSCG 62, line 11.
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xpfov: Argive wedding cake baked on charcoal
Athenaios 645d.

xplBava: breast-shaped cakes carried in Spartan wedding rituals
Athenaios 115a, 646a.

Ahoxd: a loaf made for Artemis, perhaps connected to childbirth customs
Hesychios, s.v. Aoytd.

uOANog: aidoia-cake of sesame and honey, carried in honor of Demeter and Kore in the Thesmophoria
at Syracuse
Athenaios 647a.

vaotég (nastos): a cone-shaped cake with raisins, almonds, and honey sauce inside, offered to Zeus Georgos
and Men
Athenaios 111c~d, 646¢; Pollux 6.78; Aristophanes, 4v. 567, Plut. 1142; Schol. Aristophanes, Plut. 1142;
Hesychios, s.v. vaotég; LSCG 52, lines 11-14; LSCG 55, line 23.

vefhata: ground barley meal with honey, raisins, and green chickpeas, distributed at initiations
Demosthenes, de Corona 260; Pollux 6.77; Julian, Ep. 24; Athenaios 645b; Bekker, Anecd. Graee. 1, p. 282;
Harpokration, s.0. vefiAato.

6BeMa: bread cooked on a spit, carried in procession in honor of Dionysos
Pollux 6.75; Athenaios 111b; Hesychios, s.v. dBeMag.

Sumat: wheat soaked in honey, offered to Demeter Ompnia
Kallimachos, fr. 658, 681; Schol. Nikander, Alex. 450; Hesychios, s.v. unat; Suda, s.v. 8unvios; Bekker,
Anecd. Graec. 1, p. 287; Etym. Mag., s.v. duni; Schol. Lykophron 621.

6pBoatétng: loaf offered to Helios and the Horai
Pollux 6.74; Porphyrios, Abst. 2.7; Hesychios, s.v. 6pBootdtng.

n&kden: fruit cake, offered in the liknon
Herodotos 4.23; Athenaios 478d, 500d; Theophrastos, HP 4.2.10; Suda, s.v. naAd0n; Hesychios,
s.0. taehGOn; Porphyrios, 4bst. 2.7.

navxaprnio (pankarpia): sesame honey cakes, boiled in honey and wrapped in papyrus, offered to Zeus
Ktesios and Zeus Georgos
Athenaios 473c, 648b; LSCG 52, line 15.

nehavég: generic term for cereal offering to Demeter and Kore and all the gods
Pausanias 8.2.3; Aischylos, Choe. 92; IG II? 1672, line 280; Eustathius, II. 18.575; Pollux 6.75.

néupa: general term for cake, used in sacrifices to Demeter, Zeus, and Athena
Herodotos 1.160; Pausanias 1.38.6; Antiphon 174.2; Athenaios 12e, 172c—e, 642a, 645e, 648a;
Hesychios, s.v. néupa; LSS 109, line 4; LSCG 152, line 6; LSAM 9, line 21; LSAM 57, line 3; LSAM 145,

mhaxois (plakous): arich, flaky, cheese-filled cake with ribbed sides and a knob on top, offered to Apollo and
others
Athenaios 58e, 642¢; Anth. Pal. 6.155; Pollux 6.72; Hesychios, s.v. mhaxol¢; Suda, s.v. mAaxdelc;
Aristophanes, Ekkl. 221, Ach. 1092, Pax 869; LSAM 43, line 2.

nénavov (popanon): round, flat wheat cake associated with sacrifices to all the gods, Herakles, Kourotrophos,
Hermes, Leto, Apollo, Artemis, Asklepios, Demeter, Kore, Kybele, the Winds, and Zeus; with one
knob (uovéugalov) or twelve knobs (3wdexdugadov), sticking up straight (8pB6veadov) or sitting flat
(xaBfuevov).
Aristophanes, Thesm. 285, Plut. 660; Photios, s.v. nénava; Suda, s.v. néroava; Hesychios, s.v. nérova;
Polybios, Fr 6.25.7; LSCG 52, lines 2-28; LSCG 38, line 12; LSCG 27; LSCG 21, lines 3-10;
LSCG 169.B.1, line 10.

Tpoxdvia: untoasted barley meal with honey, offered to Demeter and Kore
IG 112 1672, lines 279-280; Harpokration, s.v. tpoxdvia; Photios, s.2. npoxdvia; Pollux 6.77.
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nupapls, nupauols (pyramis, pyramous): pyramid-shaped honey and sesame wheat cake, eaten at vigils
and at mysteries of Demeter and Kore
Aristophanes, Eg. 277; Schol. Aristophanes, Thesm. 94; Athenaios 114b, 647c; Clement, Protr. 2.19;
EM 697.27-28; Hesychios, s.v. nupapots; Schol. Pindar. O. 9.1; Suda, s.v. nupapoUs.

oeMjvn: flat round cake offered to “the goddess”
Pollux 6.76; Suda, s.v. oefjvat.

oeadutg: spherical cakes made with honey, sesame, and oil, offered to Demeter and Kore
Athenaios 646f; LSCG 63, line 9; Clement, Protr. 2.19.

ToAUny) (tolype): ball-shaped cake made of maza, used in mysteries
Clement, Protr 2.19; Hesychios, s.v. ToAOny); Athenaios 114, 140a.

Oyleta: maza, distributed at sacrifices
Athenaios 115a; Pollux 6.76; Herodotos 4.94; Hesychios, s.0. bylewa; Photios, s.v. Oyleta.

@0Bois (phthois): a cake of cheese, honey, and wheat, offered to Demeter, Zeus Polieus, Zeus Atabyrios,
Hestia, Helios, the Horai, Apollo, Asklepios, and all the gods
Athenaios 647d—e; Porphyrios, Abst. 2.7; Photios, suv. @Oolg; Suda, sv. dvootdtol; Aristophanes,
Plut. 677, Anth. Pal. 6.258; Schol. Aristophanes, Plut. 677; Clement, Protr. 2.19; LSS 109, line 5;
LSCG 151, line 30; LSAM 24.A, line 22.

yoplowot: cakes made from leftovers and served at vigils
Athenaios 646b; Suda, s.v. yoplowt.
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